
 
 

 

 

PRONOVA MOVES INTO PELLISSIPPI PLACE 
The Daily Times  

Posted: Wednesday, January 28, 2015 12:00 am 

By Matthew Stewart | matts@thedailytimes.com | 

 
Pellissippi Place’s first tenant has moved in and secured its first 
customers. 
Now, it’s time for ProNova Solutions to make its future. 
“We see ourselves as a company that can inspire and raise awareness,” said 
President Joe Matteo. “You don’t have to go to California to be part of a leading, 
high-tech company. We’re excited to be here in this industrial park, in this 
environment.” 
 

The medical services company received its certificate of occupancy on Jan. 7 and 
moved into its new commercialization facility on Jan. 13. Currently, 30 employees 
occupy the second floor. 
“It’s a big pivot point for us,” Matteo said. “We’ve invested $20 million in this 
building and capital equipment to make the transition from product development to 
product manufacturing.” 
 

Merit Construction spent nine months building a 55,000-square-foot facility in the 
450-acre research and development park located at Pellissippi Parkway and Old 
Knoxville Highway in Alcoa. The facility, which is Leadership in Energy & 
Environmental Design (LEED) certified as a green building, has 30,000 square feet 
worth of assembly, research and development, and test space and 25,000 square 
feet worth of office space. 
 

The assembly area has clerestory windows, allowing natural light to filter into the 
building and reducing utility cost, said Brian Pierce, Michael Brady Inc. vice 
president. Rooms are equipped with occupancy sensors as well. 
 

The building’s lighting system is controlled online and tied into the Provision Center 
for Proton Therapy, Pierce said. Its heating, ventilating and air conditioning system 
is water-sourced, running off a boiler and chiller system.    
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CULTURE OF CARE 
"Respecting the dignity 
and value of every  
person" 
 

 
Provision Center for Proton Therapy has 
embraced a Culture of Care that extends 
beyond service and establishes a new 
standard of excellence for patient care.  

We Listen to You 
Please, let us know how we can make 
your visit as pleasant as possible! Send 
your suggestions, requests or opinions 
to: 
welisten@provisionproton.com 

Provision Proton Blog 
Subscribe to our Blog and keep up with 
all the things happening at Provision.  
www.provisionproton.com/blog 

 
Subscribe to the Newsletter 
We made it easier than ever to subscribe 
to our newsletter! 
 

      www.provisionproton.com 
 

      Click on the “Newsletter” Tab 
 

      Click “Subscribe to Our Newsletter” 
         

      Enter your Information and Click  
      “Sign Up” 
 
 
PROTON STORE! 
 

Welcome to the official Proton Store, 
where you can buy proton therapy 
wearables and novelties. We have 
selected seasonal items that are for both 
men and women. These items may 
change over the course of the year, so 
please come back to see new selections 
as the year progresses.  
 
10% of all proceeds will benefit the 
Provision CARES Foundation. A public 
charity that supports cancer education, 
wellness, research and survivorship. 
 
Just visit and start shopping now! 
http://provisionproton.com/about-us/store 
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In addition to being environmentally friendly, the facility 
offers the latest work place amenities. It has a basketball 
court, volleyball court and workout room on site. 
 

The building has five office suites, serving a range of 
business, manufacturing, R&D and science staff. For the 
next seven months, staff will continue their migration from 
Provision Center for Proton Therapy in Knoxville. Nearly 
100 employees will move into the facility by the end of 
August, 50 in April and 40 in August.  
 

The company is scheduled this year to add 75 employees, 
mostly in production and installation service, Matteo said. 
Currently, it has 18 positions open and will fill additional 
positions throughout the year. 
 

First customers 
ProNova announced Tuesday its first two SC360 builds: 
SAM in Singapore and University of Oxford in England. 
The SC360 is designed to redefine the future of cancer 
treatment by delivering a lower-cost, smaller, lighter and 
more energy-efficient proton therapy for cancer patients. 
The company is scheduled this year to build each 
customer’s system and deliver the products next year. 
 

Employees are in the process of securing seven additional 
builds, Matteo said. They are in negotiations and will 
announce the customers when negotiations are finalized. 
 

The company is currently sized to produce 10 SC360 
systems per year in its assembly area, Matteo said. The 
two-gantry system, which includes Fast Scanning IMPT 
technology with innovative dual-energy 3D imaging 
capability, merges leading edge pencil-beam delivery, and 
precision positioning to aid physicians and therapists in 
minimizing collateral damage to healthy tissue and 
maximizing dose to the tumor. 
 

Employees will manufacture initially in stations, Matteo said. 
As the company’s operations become more advanced, staff 
will start to build in assembly. Prospective customers will 
tour the facility and view the systems from a catwalk 
overlooking the bright white area. It allows work to continue 
without interruptions.  
 
“In my opinion, it’s one of the building’s greatest features,” 
said Shannon Sapp, Merit Construction project manager. 
“The only word that comes to mind is ‘wow’ when you’re up 
there. It’s awe-inspiring. If the building looks this good 
without anything in it, you can only imagine what it will look 
like when they’re really underway.” 
 
 

 

 

 
Five phases 
The facility has five planned phases with the end goal of seven 
buildings. A total of nearly 200,000 square feet will be used at full 
build out, including 130,000 feet of office space and 60,000 feet 
of commercialization and research space. 
 
“It was a challenge, but ProNova had a really detailed plan for 
us,” Pierce said. “Without that plan, we wouldn’t have been as 
effective. It helped us to be flexible in our design and meet their 
needs in terms of future infrastructure and manufacturing needs.” 
 
“ProNova has always been more than a job,” Matteo said. “It’s a 
chance to create next-generation technology and produce 
significant advancements in cancer treatment. We’re excited to 
be at this point and look forward to the future.” 
 

 
Joe Matteo pictured above explains building phases 
ProNova Solutions President Joe Matteo explains the medical sciences 
company’s third of five building phases. The 55,000-square-foot facility will be 
200,000 square feet at full build out. 
 

 

éContinued from previous page 

Sam Hancock pictured left 
works at ProNova 
Solutions 
Manufacturing engineer 
Sam Hancock is one of 30 
employees who are working 
at ProNova Solutions’ facility 
in Pellissippi Place. By 
August, 60 additional 
employees are expected to 
be working in the facility. 
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Physical Activity 

 
Energy levels vary depending on the type of cancer, stage of cancer and 
type of treatment.   Therefore, the amount and type of physical activity 
can vary greatly from one person to another.  A realistic goal for physical 
activity is one that is individualized and may change from one day to the 
next.  Ideally, aim for at least 150 minutes of moderate activity, like 
walking, each week.  Rest when you need to.  If 150 minutes seems too 
much, that is ok.  Now is not the time to push yourself to exercise.  Even 
small amounts of movement are beneficial.   
 
The beautiful Dowell Springs campus is home to a scenic 2-mile walking 
trail that meanders by waterfalls and breathtaking natural 
landscaping.  A daily walk on the trail is a perfect way to get some 
exercise and enjoy the peaceful beauty of our campus.  
 
For more information on the services offered at  
Provision Health & Performance call (865) 232-1414 
 

  
Casey Peer is Chief Dietitian at Provision Health and Performance.   
To set up a personal nutritional counseling session with Casey, please 
contact her at (865) 232-1414.  
 

 
 

GARLIC 

Garlic has many healing properties, including the potential to help 
reduce heart disease. Studies have shown that fresh garlic can 
significantly lower LDL cholesterol  
levels without hurting beneficial  
HDL cholesterol levels.  
Garlic appears to act by blocking  
the liver from making too much  
LDL cholesterol. 

 

PROVISION FOCUSES ON MORE THAN JUST 
TREATMENT 
 

 
 
One of the unique aspects of Provision Center for Proton Therapy 
is the Culture of Care that patients experience as well as the 
holistic approach offered to each patient. One aspect of that is 
nourishing and healing the body through exercise and nutrition.   
 
Patients and family members of patients are encouraged to take 
advantage of the comprehensive wellness center located on 
the Dowell Springs campus right across the street from Provision 
Center for Proton Therapy.   
 
Patients undergoing proton therapy treatments, and their family 
members, can have access to Provision Health & Performance for 
only $10 per week while the patient is undergoing treatment. The 
center offers personal training, fitness classes, nutritional 
counseling and physical therapy.  Incorporating fitness and good 
nutrition while undergoing treatment is an important component of 
the treatment and healing process. 
 
Nutrition 

 
Eating well is very important for patients diagnosed with cancer 
and undergoing cancer treatment.  Balance and moderation in the 
nutrients consumed as well as meal / snack timing is necessary to: 
 
•             maintain strength and energy level 
•             prevent wasting of body tissue / muscle mass 
•             lower the risk of infections 
•             repair / recover faster 
 
The four main nutritional goals for cancer patients include: 
•             Strive to maintain a healthy weight 
•             Consume foods and beverages for managing   cancer 
and treatment-related side effects 
•             Select and eat healthy foods that supply the body with 
fuel and nutrients for repair and healing 
•             Reduce risk of cancer recurrence and the development of 
a second malignancy 
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MONTHLY QUOTE 
 

“Never, never, never, 
never give up.” 

 
~ Winston Churchill 

  

 
 

PROTON POST 
CONSTRIBUTORS 
 
Proton Post for Kids 
Kristin Coffield 

Team Leader 

 
Around Town & Brain Teasers 
Kristin Coffield 

Team Leader  

 
More Than Just Treatment 
Casey Peer 

Chief Dietician 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

AROUND TOWN 
 
Love is in the Air!  
Most people dreaded this past “Hallmark” holiday and tried to sneak through 
Valentine’s Day.  It’s interesting to note though how serious our city takes its 
romance.   
 
Amazon released the Top 20 Most Romantic Cities in America based on per capita 
sales of cities with 100,000 people or more. Guess who the number 1 Most 
Romantic city was… Yep! Yours truly, Knoxville, Tennessee.   
 
Knoxville won this accolade by being the number one city to purchase the most 
romantic novels, movies, music, relationship guides and other “love”ly items in 
2014.  
 
If you need help planning the perfect night out with your loved one, please see our 
Hospitality team for some of our local favorites!  
 
Kristin’s Top 5 Date Night Activities:  

1. Foothills Parkway (to watch the sunset over the city)  
2. Dinner on Market Square and Movie at Regal Downtown 
3. Knoxville Food Tour (see hospitality to join a tour) 
4. Tennessee Theatre  Events (see hospitality for event dates) 
5.  Star of Knoxville Riverboat Dinner Cruise  

 

 
 

BRAIN TEASERS 
¶ About 1 billion Valentine's Day cards are exchanged each year.  

That's the largest seasonal card-sending occasion of the year, next to 
Christmas.  

¶ About 3% of pet owners will give Valentine's Day gifts to their pets. 

¶ The Italian city of Verona, where Shakespeare's lovers Romeo and Juliet 
lived, receives about 1,000 letters addressed to Juliet every Valentine's 
Day. 

 
                                      

Have An Idea for An Article? 
 

Do you have an idea for an  
article or would you like to  
contact the Editor? 
 
Email: 
welisten@provisionproton.com 

 

 
Elizabeth Vanzo 

Editor 
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THE BIG ESCAPE  
Part 2 
 

 
 

 
Kermit and Bananas waited in the FedEx box all night 
until the driver pulled up to take out the mail. They 
latched onto a FedEx package and went flying into the 
truck as the driver emptied the mailbox.  
 
Kermit kept yelling at Bananas to stop opening all the 
FedEx packages in the truck because they were not 
addressed to him!  Bananas wouldn’t listen to Kermit 
and kept playing with the opened packages of bubble 
wrap.  Kermit decided that they should jump out at the 
next stop and continue their adventure before they got 
into trouble. 

 
 

They hopped out of the truck before the FedEx driver 
could see them.  When they got far enough away from 
the truck, they looked up in surprise to see where the 
truck had led them.  
 
“Kermie, look where we are!” said Bananas.  
“What is this place?” said Kermit.  
“It looks like a jungle,” answered Bananas.  
“And smells like one too!” said Kermit.  
 
Hey, Bananas I think I know where we are!  
Have you ever heard of a Zoo?”  
“What’s a zoo?” Bananas said with a confused look on 
his face.  
“A zoo is a place where all kinds of different children 
come to play and entertain the animals! I bet there are 
even more monkeys and frogs in there like you and 
me! Let’s go inside and find our friends!” 
 
What will Kermit and Bananas do next?  
Who will they meet and what will they see? 
Stay tuned for more adventures from the crazy Proton 
Pals! Email your ideas: welisten@provisionproton.com 
 
 

 
Kermit and Bananas enjoying a day at the Knoxville Zoo!  
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